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Memoranduin  to  Leaders  of  Field  Projects; 

For  your  information  there  is  inclosed  an  announcement  from 
the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  U«  S*  Department  of  Justice,  regarding  arti¬ 
cles  "which  can  he  furnished  from  the  TJ*  S.  Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga« 
These  include  tents,  tent  flies  and  tarpaulins,  cotton  and  canvas 
hags,  boat  covers,  and  various  other  articles  manufactured  from  cot¬ 
ton  or  canvas o 

In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  P.  B.  A®  circulars 
134  and  139,  which  were  sent  to  field  loaders  with  n\y  memorandum  of 
July  25,  1930,  all  orders  for  materials  which  a.re  manufactured  hy 
the  Textile  Mill  of  the  U.  S«  Penitentiary  at  Atlanta  should  he  placed 
with  thaf  institution. 

Orders  for  these  materials  should  he  anticipated  so  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  order  to  allow  the  necessary  time  for  their  manufacture  and 
delivery.  Should  there  he  need  for  immediate  delivery  of  any  of  this 
material  or  for  other  reasons  it  is  ij^practi cable  to  secure  it  through 
the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  clearance  for  purchase  should  he  obtained  in 
advance,  and  will  he  arranged  for  hy  applica.tion  to  this  office.  In 
such  instances  the  reasons  for  purchasing  elsewhere  should  he  clearly 
stated. 
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The  thirteerL- striped  grcu'id  squirrels,  sometimes  Icnom  as  striped 
gophersy  often  hecome  trouhlesome  pests  "bv  digging  up  com  and  other  seeds 
from  newly  planted  fields. 

Poisoned  grain  is  one  of  the  most  effective  agents  for  controlling 
these  squirrels.  The  poison  mixt'oie  should  consist  of  the  following  in¬ 
gredient  ss  . 

Dry  gloss  starch  . . . .  .  .  .  . . . .  .1  heaping  tahlespoonful 

Strychnine  (alkaloid',  powdered  . .  r-l  c-maco 

Baking  sodac . . .  . . . .  .  o  rl  ounce 

f>orn  sirupn . . . .  <l/4  pint 

G-lycerino. . . .  c  . .  .1  ta'bde'.qeoonful 

Saccharine, . . . . . . . . .  . .  o  dt'l  0  o'Cinco 

Clean  oats . . .  o  o  . . odS  quarns 

Dissolve  the  dry  gloss  starch  in  a  little  cold  water  and  add  to 
3/4  pint  of  hot  water.  Boil,  stirring  constantly  nntil  a  thin  clear  paste 
is  formed.  Mix  together  the  powdered  stryclmine  (alkaloid)  and  haking 
soda,  sift  into  the  hot  starch  paste,  and  stir  to  a  smooth  creamy  mass. 

Add  the  corn  sirup,  glycerine,  and  saccharine  and  stir  thoroughly.  Pour 
tliis  mixture  over  the  oats  and  mix  so  that  each  grain  is  evenly  coated. 

It  is  importaait  timt  only  the  Dost  grade  of  clean  oats  free  of  weed  seeds 
ho  used,  as  cliaff  ahsorhs  and  wastes  much  valuable  strychnine,  and  poisoned  • 
weed-seeds  imperil  useful  bird  life,  as  well  as  propagate  weeds. 

Strychnine  in  any  form  other  than  powdered  strychnine  (alkaloid)  is 
not  effective  in  the  above  formula.  A  bait  almost  as  efficient  may  bo  pre¬ 
pared  by  using  stryclmine  sulphate,  as  follows: 

Dissolve  1  ounce  of  strychnine  sulphafcc  in  I-I/2  pints  of  boiling 
water.  After  the  strychnine  has  dissolved,  maj:c  the  starch  paste  as  di¬ 
rected  above,  using  tliis  hot,  poisoned  water  for  the  purpose.  Then  stir 
in  1  ounce  of  baking  soda,  add  sirup,  glycerine,  and  saccharine  a,nd  pro¬ 
ceed  as  in  the  above  directions., 

II 

The  baits  should  be  placed  in  teaspoonful  quantities  scattered  at 
the  entrance  of  the  burrows  used  by  the  groxmd  squirrels.  The  grain  should 
not  be  placed  in  piles,  but  should  be  scattered  lightly  about  the  entrance 
to  the  bunrow,  preferably  on  hard  clean  ground.  It  should  not  be  placed 
on  loose  or  dirty  ground  or  in  the  holes.  TThen  properly  distributed  there 
is  very  little  danger  of  poisoning  livestock.  The  bait  should  not  be  ex¬ 
posed,  however,  where  hogs  or  poultry  are  likely  to  pick  it  up, 

G-round  squirrels  may  also  be  killed  by  using  calcium  cyanide. 

This  material  generates  a  deadly  poisonous  gas  and  is  usually  vefy 


effective  in  the  control  of  striped  gro'oxi*i  squirrels,  A  t at lo spoonful 
should  he  inserted  in  the  hurrou  and  the  entrance  should  then  he  covered 
with  dirt.  This  is  a  Mghly  dangerous  sxihstance  and  should  he  used  vdth 
extreno  caution.  Another  successful  method  of  eliminating  gromid  squir¬ 
rels  is  hy  the  use  of  the  exliaust  of  an  antomohile.  One  end  of  a  hose  may 
he  attached  to  the  cx-:a.ust  pipe  of  the  can  and  the  other  end  inserted 
in  the  hurrotv,  Canhon  nono:dLde  gan  generated  hy  the  motor  soon  penetrates 
the  hurrou  and  icills  the  squirrels  very  quickly,  Tliis  scheme  is  pranticahle 
where  only  a  f-:-'  sqaarreis  are  cansing  the  trouhlco 


All  utensils  used  in  the  prepa.ra.tion  of  poisons  and  a.ll  poison 
cOiitainers  ehouJ.d  be  kept  plainly  laoc-l  c.:'.  and  out  of  zea.ch  of  children, 
irrosponsihlo  porci'/ns,  and  j.i'v  .'istocko 
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DIRECTIONS  ROR  CONTROLLING  TEEE  SQUIRRELS 

Tree  squirrels  of  the  red,  fox,  gray,  and  flying  species  sometimes 
Become  a  trouhlesome  nuisance  by  occupying  attics,  double  walls,  and  other 
similar  spaces  in  houses,  f/hile  control  in  such  local  instances  is  desirable 
caution  must  be  exercised  to  guard  against  killing  the  squirrels,  as  they 
are  protected  ly  the  game  laws  of  many  States,  except  during  open  hunting 
seasons  in  the  fall,  which  vary  in  the  different  states.  Some  States  do  not 
protect  the  red  squirrels,  and  none  protect  the  flying  squirrels.  Some  State 
permit  the  destiniction  of  squirrels  where  they  are  doing  damage  to  property, 
providing  permission  is  granted  by  the  State  game  officer.  Squirrels  should 
not  be  killed  in  conflict  with  State  laws. 


Squirrels  may  often  be  driven  from  houses  by  the  use  of  repellents, 
one  of  the  most  successful  of  vhich  is  naphthalene.  This  may  be  secured  at 
any  local  drug  store  in  the  form  of  flakes  or  the  common  "moth  balls,  " 
the  flalces  being  preferred  for  this  purpose.  Four  or  five  pounds  of  the 
flakes  should  be  scattered  liberally  about  the  spaces  frqquented  by  the 
squirrels,  and  this  treatment  should  be  repeated  as  often  as  necessary. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  close  the  openings  to  shut  the  squirrels 
out  of  a  place  they  are  accustomed  to  use,  because  if  they  have  become  es¬ 
tablished  and  then  find  their  usual  entrances  obstructed,  they  vill  probably 
gnaw  their  way  through  the  walls  in  other  places  and  do  additional  damage. 


In  case  the  use  of  repellents  is  not  practicable,  squirrels  may 
frequently  be  caught  in  box  traps.  A  full  description  of  a  box  trap 
satisfactory  for  this  purpose  is  described  in  Leaflet  No.  50-L,  "Hov/  to 
hake ^  a  Cat  Trap,"  v/hich  may  be  obtained  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  trap  should  be  baited  with  nuts.  Squirrels  so 
Captured  may  be  transported  some  distance  and  released,  or  given  to  the 
management  of  public  parks  and  estates,  where  there  is  usually  a  demaiid 
for  them. 


If  necessary  to  destroy  the  squirrels,  shooting  with  a  small  caliber 
rifle  is  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  method.  Local  ordinances  relative 
bO  ohooting  in  cities  must,  of  course,  be  observed. 

Trapping  with  steel  traps  is  also  effective.  Small  No.  "0"  or  No, 

1^  sueel  traps  should  be  set  in  the  crotches  or  at  the  bases  of  trees 
which  the  squirrels  are  seen  to  frequent.  Nuts  placed  about  the  traps  will 
serve  as  a  satisfactory  lure. 


